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H A M A S

I S R A E L

J O R D A N

| A  BRIEF FRA MING

MA P OF  IS RA E L | W E S T  BA NK | GA Z A



 1948 – 1967
The Egyptian Military Ruled Gaza | Did Not Annex or Give Gazans Egyptian Citizenship

 1967 – 2005
Following the 1967 Six-Day War | Israeli Military Ruled Gaza

 2005
Israel Evacuated Gaza | Israeli Military & Civilians Resettled in Other Parts of Israel

 2005 – 2007
Palestinian Authority (the largest party is Fatah) Ruled Gaza

 2007
Hamas Overthrew the Palestinian Authority in a Violent Coup | Hamas Took Control of Gaza

 2007 – Today
Hamas Governs and Rules Gaza

T HE Ga z a  S trip | Ma jor Miles tones

ISRAEL AT WAR | A PIVOTAL MOMENT

1 / 2 3 / 2 0 2 5
| A  BRIEF FRA MING
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SHIASUNNI

680 | S unni-S hi’ite  S plit

MERIT BASED 
The Best Man for the Position

|  road to October 7 | historic & contemporary factors
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BLOODLINE 
A Descendant of the 4th Caliph Ali,
the Son-in-Law and Cousin
Of the Prophet Muhammad

RESOLUTE ANIMOSITY & BLOODSHED SINCE 680



Predominately Sunni

Predominately Sunni

Predominately Shi’ite

A ra b - Pe rs ia n - T urkis h Pow e r S truggle

|  road to October 7 | historic & contemporary factors
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S UNNI C A LIPHA T E  [a nc ie nt] S HI’IT E  IMA MA T E [a ncient]

G o a l  f o r  a l l  i s  g l o b a l  I s l a m i c  e n t i t y  
G O V E R N E D   B Y   I s l a m i c  c o d e x  –

S H A R I ’ A H L A W

M u s l i m  B r o t h e r h o o d
A l  Q a e d a

H a m a s

I S I S

H e z b o l l a h
A l - H a s h d A l  S h a a b i  ( P M U )

A n s a r  A l l a h  ( H o u t h i s )

I s l a m i c  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  G u a r d s  
( I R G / I R G C )



 ANTI WESTERN VALUES

 ERADICATING WESTERN INFLUENCE IN THE MIDDLE EAST

 UNRELENTING STRUGGLE AGAINST ISRAEL UNTIL IT IS ANNIHILATED

 “LIBERATING PALESTINE”  

T H E  R E S I S T A N C E  A L - M U Q A W A M A H [ m o d e r n )  

|  ROAD TO OCTOBER 7 | 3 Radical ideologies converge
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ne t w or k  o f  t e r r or  | MIL IT IA S  E NT R E NC HING  IR A N IN A R A B W OR L D  

|  IRA N & THE A X IS  OF RESISTA NCE
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“L IBE R A T ING PA LE S T INE ” | T he  A x is  of  R e s is t a nc e  pr opa ga nda

|  ira n & THE A X IS  OF RESISTA NCE
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THE AXIS OF RESISTANCE PROPAGANDA 
“ON OUR WAY TO LIBERATE AL QUDS” (JERUSALEM’S NAME IN ARABIC) 



1/23/2025|  ira n & the A X IS  OF RESISTA NCE
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A X IS  OF  RE S IS T A NC E  | S T ORM OF  C HA OS , DE A T H & W A R

Y e m e n  250,000 killed 500,00 dislocated

g a z a
i s r a e l

f L e b a n o n  failed state

HALF MILLION KILLED 13,000,0000 REFUGEES/DISLOCATEDs y r i a

I r a q hundreds of thousands killed & dislocated

DOZENS OF THOUSANDS OF FATALITIES



a x is  of  re s is ta nc e  Ira n’s  tool to a chiev e  hegemony

|  IRA N & THE A X IS  OF RESISTA NCE
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THE AXIS OF RESISTANCE IS A TROJAN HORSE DESTROYING 
ARAB COUNTRIES IN THE NAME OF LIBERATING AL-QUDS 



T he  Ring of  f ire | Ira n’s  Doctrine  to elimina te  Is ra el 

|  THE RING OF FIRE 
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“LIBE RA T ING PA LE S T INE” | A x is  of  Re s is ta nc e  propa ga nda

| THE A X IS  OF RESISTA NCE
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THE AXIS OF RESISTANCE PROPAGANDA 
“ON OUR WAY TO LIBERATE AL QUDS” (JERUSALEM’S NAME IN ARABIC) 



 E x h a u s t  Is r a e l  t h r o u g h  r e p e a t e d  m il it a r y  r o u n d s  
l a u n c h e d  f r o m  G a z a  (2 0 0 8 - 2 0 0 9 ;  2 0 12 ;  2 0 14 ;  2 0 18 ;  
2 0 19 ;  2 0 2 1;  2 0 2 3  – n o w ]  = 7  m il it a r y  r o u n d s  = 
t h o u s a n d s  d e a d  &  in j u r e d  +  m il l io n s  t r a u m a t iz e d

 T a r g e t  Is r a e l 's  s o f t  b e l l y  - c iv il ia n s

 B u il d  m a s s iv e  m il it a r y  in f r a s t r u c t u r e  in  a r e a s  
b o r d e r in g  Is r a e l

 “u n if y in g  o f  a r e n a s ” – e l im in a t e  Is r a e l  b y  
l a u n c h in g  s im u l t a n e o u s  W A R  f r o m  a l l  a r e n a s

ring of  f ire | Ira n & HA MA S  MA RRIA GE  OF  CONV ENIENCE

|  THE RING OF FIRE
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I N N E R  P a l e s t i n i a n  P o w e r  S t r u g g l e

W hy  Did Ha ma s  La unc h T he  W a r on Oc tobe r 7, 2023?

“ U N I F Y I N G  O F  A R E N A S “

| UNIFY ING A RENA S & PA LESTINIA N POW ER STRUGGLE
1 / 2 3 / 2 0 2 5

H A M A S
Ideology: Islamist

Goal: Caliphate

PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY
[FATAH IS LARGEST PARTY]
Ideology: Nationalist

Goal: Palestinian State
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 Iran orders members of the Axis of Resistance to 
gradually expand and increase attacks across the 
region, targeting Israel, United States assets and 
forces, and maritime trade in the Red Sea. 

 Iran’s tactics aim to pressure US & International 
community to pressure Israel to end war in Gaza. 

 Iran’s goal of escalation is to save Hamas rule in 
Gaza.

 Expanding hostilities increases the risk of regional 
war.  
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| OCTOBER 7 DOMINO EFFECT|DISINTEGRATION OF AXIS OF RESISTANCE 

S ince oct 7 | multifront esca la tion dicta ted by  ira n 



DOMINO EFFECT:
DOWNFALL OF AXIS OF RESISTANCE [ALA AL-LAQTA]

SYRIAN REVOLUTION KICKS OUT IRAN
AND ITS MILITIAS [IBRAHIM DEGHWAR]
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| OCTOBER 7 DOMINO EFFECT| DISINTEGRATION OF AXIS OF RESISTANCE 

result of escalation =  DEFEAT OF HAMAS, HEZBOLLAH, ASSAD overthrow 
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,  2 0 4  |Y

N o v e m b e r  2 7 , 2 0 2 4
c e a s e f i r e  a g r e e m e n t

I s r a e l  e x p a n d s  c o n t r o l  
i n t o  “ A r e a  o f  
S e p a r a t i o n ”

L E B A N O N S Y R I A i r a q

A t t a c k s  s u s p e n d e d

y e m e n

H o u t h i  A t t a c k s  
c o n t i n u e

C U R R E N T  S I T U A T I O N  B E T W E E N  i s r a e l A N D … .  
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| middle east 2025 | Geopolitical reconfiguration 

H E R M O N  M O U N T A I N



 IRAN RELIES ON ITS INFLUENCE IN IRAQ AND
YEMEN TO MAINTAIN ITS ROLE AS A POWERFUL
REGIONAL PLAYER.

 INCREASING UNREST IN IRAN TOGETHER WITH
EXPECTED TOUGH SANCTIONS BY INCOMING
TRUMP ADMINISTRATION PRESENTS MAJOR
CHALLENGE TO THE REGIME.

IRAN’S HEGEMONIC VISION IS SHAKY
[HILAL MURAKAB]

IRAN RELIES ON HOUTHIS TO MAINTAIN INFLUENCE
[JEHAD AWARTANI]
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| middle east 2025 | Geopolitical reconfiguration 

E N D  O F  I R A N ’ S  H e g e m o n i c  P R O J E C T



LEBANON Partial Strengthening of Sovereignty.

Growing Involvement of Major Arab States. 

SYRIA Gradual Stabilization.

Becomes Stage for Growing Arab – Turkish 
Involvement and Competition Over Influence.

IRAQ Intensification of political power struggle 
between supporters of Iranian influence in Iraq 
and Iraqi nationalists who want to limit Iran’s 
influence in Iraq.

L e b a n o n ,  S y r i a ,  I r a q  |  S T R U G G L E  F O R  P A T H ,  S O V E R E I G N T Y
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| middle east 2025 | Geopolitical reconfiguration 



,  2 0 4  |Y

I S R A E L  I N  G A Z A ?

C U R R E N T  S I T U A T I O N  B E T W E E N  i s r a e l A N D … g a z a
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| middle east 2025 | Geopolitical reconfiguration

I S R A E L  H A M A S  D E A L
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T h e  T u r k s  r i s e  a g a i n  |  e r d o g a n ’ s h e g e m o n i c  p r o j e c t

| middle east 2025 | Geopolitical reconfiguration 



GAZA & PALESTINIANS      Hamas weakened. But continues to be relevant player. 

Reshuffling of inner Palestinian political structure. 

Inner Palestinian discussion over the “Resistance.” 

ISRAEL Israel’s deterrence is restored. 

Possible elections. 

Next government will likely center around coalition
of pragmatic Zionist parties. 

ARAB WORLD Increasing involvement of major Arab states stemming from
weakening of Hamas & IJIP & end of Iran’s hegemonic vision. 

Progress towards Israeli-Saudi rapprochement.
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| middle east 2025 | Geopolitical reconfiguration 

I S R A E L  A N D  t h e  P A L E S T I N I A N  A R E N A
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| middle east 2025 | Geopolitical reconfiguration 

R e s t r u c t u r e d  G e o p o l i t i c a l  L a n d s c a p e  o f  M i d d l e  E a s t
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E D U C A T I O N A L  M I S S I O N



 ESCALATION OF THE ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT SINCE 1990’S STEMS FROM CONFLUENCE & MOMENTUM OF 
THREE RADICAL IDEOLOGIES: 

 SUNNI CALIPHATE, SHI’ITE IMAMATE, THE RESISTANCE.

 WESTERN DISCOURSE (ACADEMIC, MEDIA, POLITICAL, ETC.) FAILED TO UNDERSTAND THE ROOT CAUSE OF THE 
ESCALATION. THAT FAILURE STEMS FROM:

 NARRATIVES OF BOTH SIDES (ISRAEL & PALESTINIAN) WERE MISTAKENLY VIEWED AS THE REASONS FOR 
ESCALATION. THE NARRATIVES ARE NOT THE ROOT CAUSE OF THE ESCALATION.

 THE CONFLICT HAS BEEN SHAPED BY BUZZWORDS, SLOGANS, THEORIES THAT HAVE NOT BEEN TESTED 
AGAINST REAL-WORLD FACTS AND OUTCOMES - OFTEN DRIVEN BY EMOTIONAL REACTIONS RATHER THAN 
GROUNDED IN REALITY.
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FROM THE RIVER TO THE SEA HAMAS GOAL IS NOT PALESTINIAN STATE – IT IS A CALIPHATE 

INTIFADA killed THOUSANDS OF Israelis and PALESTINIANS

RESISTANCE  – AL MUQAWAMAH HAS inflicted death and destruction across the MIDDLE EAST –
INCLUDING PALESTINIANS

“LIBERATING PALESTINE”  An excuse / PAWN Iran uses TO TAKE OVER THE ARAB WORLD TO BECOME 
THE SUPERPOWER IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

KEFIYYEH KUFFIYEH RESENTMENT IN ARAB WORLD FOR DISRESPECTING INDIGENOUS & NATIVE 
SYMBOL OF NOBILITY & HONOR

Governmental accountability HOLDING HAMAS ACCOUNTABLE WILL STRENGTHEN ARAB & PALESTINIANIANS 
WHO WANT TO TAKE A DIFFERENT PATH. AND IS THE  ONLY WAY TO CREATE A
BETTER REALITY FOR ISRAELIS & PALESTINIANS
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Understanding the underlying factors shaping 
the Middle East is critical to Western interests.

Expanding authentic professional education about the Middle East is
essential for ANYONE THAT WANTS TO BE ABLE TO UNDERSTAND THE REGION’S 
COMPLEX REALITY OR MAKE A POSITIVE IMPACT FOR THE PEOPLE OF THE REGION.

To understand Israel & THE ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT
you must understand the middle east



TO UNDERSTAND ISRAEL YOU MUST UNDERSTAND THE MIDDLE EAST

SUPPORT CLARITY AMIDST CHAOS.

FOLLOW US TODAY!
I N S I D E T H E M I D D L E - E A S T.C O M
m a i a @ i n s i d e t h e m i d d l e - e a s t . c o m

Cell (IL) +972-50-540-9905







Become an itme FELLOW today

I N S I D E T H E M I D D L E - E A S T.C O M
m a i a @ i n s i d e t h e m i d d l e - e a s t . c o m

Cell (IL) +972-50-540-9905

TO UNDERSTAND ISRAEL YOU MUST UNDERSTAND THE MIDDLE EAST
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