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Historical name of the 
geographic region stretching 
between the Arab Peninsula 
to the south, Turkey to the 
north, Iraq to the east, and 
the Mediterranean Sea to 

the west.

| GENERA L FRA MING | A l-Sha m (The Lev a nt)
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P o p u l a t i o n  2 4  M i l l i o n

S u n n i  - 5 0 %

A l a w i t e s  - 1 5 %

K u r d s  - 1 0 %

D r u z e ,  C h r i s t i a n s ,  T u r k m a n  – 3 %   
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T U R K E Y  &  T H E  WA R  I N  S Y R I A

ALBUKAMAL.
CROSSING.



Hafez al Assad rule

Bashar al Assad Rule

Outbreak of uprising, which becomes
“The War in Syria” 

To save Assad, Iran streams militias,
including Hezbollah, to support Assad

Russia intervenes to support Assad

Assad stabilizes his rule.

Remains of rebel force concentrated
in northwest Syria

Kurdish autonomy is in northeast Syria

US protectorate in the border triangle
of Syria, Jordan & Iraq

Iranian-backed Iraqi Shi’ite militias control 
AlbuKamal passage on Syria/Iraq border

|  W A R in sy ria  | 2011 - 2018
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JORDAN.

IRAQ.

TURKEY.

LEBANON.

1970 - 2000

2000

2011

Sept. 2015

2018
Al Bukamal Crossing .

Al Tanf .

Kurds.
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The spark for the 2011 uprising in Syria 
was the case of Hamza al-Khatib,
a young Syrian boy from Dara’a

in south Syria, who was arrested by Assad 
security forces and tortured to death. 

His crime was spraying graffiti on the 
wall, calling for the downfall

of Assad’s rule. 

T H E  S PA R K



• 1st Rebel framework made up of soldiers and 

officers who defected from the Syrian Arab 

Army (Assad’s army).

• Supported by Turkey

|  SY RIA  | STA GE OF TURKISH-A RA B COMPETITION
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M A J O R  R E B E L  P O W E R S  |  S y r i a n  n at i o n a L  A r m y  ( S N A  /  F S A )



• Began in 2012 as Al-Qaeda in Syria under the 

name Jabhat al-Nusra (The Support Front)

• 2016 broke away from Al-Qaeda

• 2017 established a local government in Idlib

(northern Syria) for local administration & 

governance.

• Supported by Qatar &Turkey 

Ahmad Hussein Ali al Shareh AKA Abu Mouhammed al Joulani

|  SY RIA  | STA GE OF TURKISH-A RA B COMPETITION
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2016 2025

M A J O R  R E B E L  P O W E R S  |  H T S  ( H ayat  Ta h r i r  a l- S h a m )



• Further weakening of Iran’s Axis of Resistance

• Expanding Israel's control into the “Area of 

Separation” - including the Syrian side of the 

Hermon Mountain.

• Destroying Iran & Assad’s Army, Air Force, Naval 

bases, and military manufacturing complexes.

• Neutralizing evolving threats to Israel emanating

from Iraq and Jordan 

|  Immedia te Ra mifica tions on Isra el
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T H E  I S R A E L- S Y R I A  G o l a n  H e i g h t s  B o r d e r
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T u r k e y ’ s  h e g e m o n i c  p r o j e c t
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W HER                           W HERE IS  SY RIA  HEA DING? 

 A Process of Rehabilitation? 

 Danger of Disintegration?

 A Delicate Equilibrium between Islamist,

Multiethnic, and Liberal identities? 

 Taliban-style State?

 Democracy?

 A Stage Radiating Instability?

W h e r e  i s  S y r i a  H e a d i n g ?
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Understanding the underlying factors shaping 
the Middle East is critical to Western interests.

Expanding authentic professional education about the Middle East is
essential for ANYONE THAT WANTS TO BE ABLE TO UNDERSTAND THE REGION’S 
COMPLEX REALITY OR MAKE A POSITIVE IMPACT FOR THE PEOPLE OF THE REGION.

To understand Israel & THE ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT
you must understand the middle east



TO UNDERSTAND ISRAEL YOU MUST UNDERSTAND THE MIDDLE EAST

SUPPORT CLARITY AMIDST CHAOS.

FOLLOW US TODAY!
I N S I D E T H E M I D D L E - E A S T.C O M
m a i a @ i n s i d e t h e m i d d l e - e a s t . c o m

Cell (IL) +972-50-540-9905
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