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|  ROAD TO OCTOBER 7 | 3 RADICAL IDEOLOGIES converge
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S UNNI C A LIPHA T E  [a nc ie nt]      S HI’IT E  IMA MA T E [a ncient]

BOTH GOVERNED  BY  SHARIAH LAW

M u s l i m  B r o t h e r h o o d
A l  Q a e d a

H a m a s

I S I S

H e z b o l l a h
A l - H a s h d A l  S h a a b i  ( P M U )

A n s a r  A l l a h  ( H o u t h i s )

I s l a m i c  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  G u a r d s  
( I R G / I R G C )



 ANTI WESTERN VALUES

 ERADICATING WESTERN INFLUENCE IN THE MIDDLE EAST

 UNRELENTING STRUGGLE AGAINST ISRAEL UNTIL IT IS ANNIHILATED

 “LIBERATING PALESTINE”  

T H E  R E S I S T A N C E  A L - M U Q A W A M A H [ m o d e r n )  
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T H E  R E S I S T A N C E  A L - M U Q A W A M A H [ m o d e r n )  



ne t w or k  of  t e r r or  | MIL IT IA S  t o  pos it ion ir a n a s  s upe r pow e r   

|  IRA N & THE A X IS  OF RESISTA NCE
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T h e  R in g  o f  f ir e  &  ‘U N IF Y IN G  O F  A R E N S ’| Ir a n ’s  D o c t r in e  t o  e l im in a t e  Is r a e l  

|  THE RING OF FIRE & UNIFY ING OF A RENA S 
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I N N E R  P a l e s t i n i a n  P o w e r  S t r u g g l e

W hy  Did Ha ma s  La unc h T he  W a r on Oc tobe r 7, 2023?

“ U N I F Y I N G  O F  A R E N A S “

| UNIFY ING A RENA S & PA LESTINIA N POW ER STRUGGLE
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H A M A S
Ideology: Islamist

Goal: Caliphate

PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY
[FATAH IS LARGEST PARTY]
Ideology: Nationalist

Goal: Palestinian State
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 Iran ordered the Axis of Resistance 
to increase attacks - targeting 
Israel, U.S. assets, & maritime trade 
in Red Sea. 

 Iran’s goal. Pressure US & 
international community to 
pressure Israel to end war in Gaza 
& thereby save Hamas’ rule in Gaza.
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| OCTOBER 7 DOMINO EFFECT|DISINTEGRATION OF AXIS OF RESISTANCE 

oct 7 impa ct | multifront esca la tion dicta ted by  ira n 



ESCALATION HAD THE OPPOSITE IMPACT

 Israel Defeats Hezbollah  

 Israel Destroys Hamas Military Capacity 

 Israel Weakens Iran’s Deterrence Posture

 Israel Restores Deterrence Posture
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| OCTOBER 7 DOMINO EFFECT|DISINTEGRATION OF AXIS OF RESISTANCE 

oct 7 impa ct| w ea kening of a x is  of resista nce  
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DOMINO EFFECT:
DOWNFALL OF AXIS OF RESISTANCE [ALA AL-LAQTA]

SYRIAN REVOLUTION KICKS OUT IRAN
AND ITS MILITIAS [IBRAHIM DEGHWAR]

2 / 2 7 / 2 0 2 5

Special briefing | ITME ON THE ROAD © 2024

| OCTOBER 7 DOMINO EFFECT| DISINTEGRATION OF AXIS OF RESISTANCE 

DOMINO E FFE C T  |Dow nfa ll of  A s s a d Re gime



IRAN
Weakening of 
Mullah regime

TURKEY
Boosts regional 

influence

IRAQ
Partial strengthening 

of sovereignty

LEBANON
Partial strengthening 

of sovereignty

SYRIA
Towards radicalization

or pragmatism? 
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D O M I N O  E F F E C T  | r e g i o n a l  p l ay e r s

| OC T OBE R 7 DOMINO E F F E C T  | RE GIONA L PLA Y E RS



PALESTINIANS     Hamas weakened but continues to be relevant player. 
Reshuffling of political structure is subject to the                                   
inner Palestinian discussion over the “Resistance.” 

ISRAEL The domino effect potentially strengthening Israel’s
geostrategic situation. Reshuffling of the political structure. 

Major Arab States     Increasing involvement, weakening of Iran’s hegemonic vision.   
Israeli-Saudi rapprochement.
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| middle  e a s t  2025 | Ge opolit ic a l  re c onf igura t ion 

IS RA E L, T HE  PA LE S T INIA NS , MA JOR A ra b S T A T E S  



2 / 2 7 / 2 0 2 5

Special briefing | ITME ON THE ROAD © 2024

|  Session A genda

T h e  r o a d  t o  O c t o b e r  7  |  h i s t o r i c  a n d  c o n t e m p o r a r y  f a c t o r s

 C O N F L U E N C E  &  M O M E N T U M  O F  T H R E E  R A D I C A L  I D E O L O G I E S

 T H E  A X I S  O F  R E S I S T A N C E | A  N E T W O R K  O F  T E R R O R

 T H E  ‘ R I N G  O F  F I R E ’  D O C T R I N E  T O  E L I M I N A T E  I S R A E L

O C T O B E R  7  i m p a c t |  D I S I N T E G R A T I O N  O F  T H E  A X I S  O F  R E S I S T A N C E  

 M U L T I - F R O N T  E S C A L A T I O N

 D E F E A T  O F  H A M A S  A N D  H E Z B O L L A H

 I r a n ’ s  d e t e r r e n c e  c a p a c i t y  c o m p r o m i s e d  

O C T O B E R  7  D O M I N O  E F F E C T |  G e o p o l i t i c a l  r a m i f i c a t i o n s

 R e g i o n a l  P L a y e r s

 I s r a e l &  P a l e s t i n i a n  a r e n a

E D U C A T I O N A L  M I S S I O N

 Q & A



 ESCALATION OF THE ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT SINCE 1990’S STEMS FROM CONFLUENCE & MOMENTUM OF 
THREE RADICAL IDEOLOGIES:  SUNNI CALIPHATE, SHI’ITE IMAMATE, THE RESISTANCE

 WESTERN DISCOURSE (ACADEMIC, MEDIA, POLITICAL, ETC.) FAILED TO UNDERSTAND  THE  ROOT CAUSE OF THE 
ESCALATION. THAT FAILURE STEMS FROM:

 NARRATIVES OF SIDES (ISRAEL & PALESTINIAN) WERE MISTAKENLY VIEWED AS REASONS FOR ESCALATION. 

 Discussion subject To BUZZWORDS, SLOGANS & THEORIES exempted from the test of reality

 Discussion DRIVEN BY EMOTIONAL REACTIONS RATHER THAN facts and context 

E Q U I P  &  E M P O W E R  Y O U R S E L F  T H R O U G H  E D U C A T I O N  &  U N D E R S T A N D I N G

| COMPLEX REALITY CAN’T BE EXPLAINED THROUGH SLOGANS  
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INS ID E  T H E  MID D L E  E A S T  | INT E L L IG E NC E  P E R S P E C T IV E S  [it me ]

| PA TH TO CONSTRUCTIV E & PRODUCTIV E DIA LOGUE
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To understand Israel & THE ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT
y o u  m u s t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  m i d d l e  e a s t



INS ID E  T H E  MID D L E  E A S T  | INT E L L IG E NC E  P E R S P E C T IV E S  [it me ]

|  EDUCATIONAL MISSION
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SUPPORT CLARITY AMIDST CHAOS

INSIDETHEMIDDLE- EAST.COM 
m a i a @ i n s i d e t h e m i d d l e - e a s t . c o m

Cell (IL) +972-50-540-9905

TO UNDERSTAND ISRAEL YOU MUST UNDERSTAND THE MIDDLE EAST



>> We would love your feedback! >>

PLEASE TAKE OUR 5min Survey
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