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Towards the late 1200s, a Turkish Prince 
named Osman established his rule in the 
area known as Little Asia.

That was the beginning of the Ottoman 
Empire. At its peak (1683), the Ottoman 
Empire controlled much of southwest 
Europe, Western Asia & Northern Africa.

The Ottoman Empire ruled the Middle 
East for more than 600 years. 

Following World War I, in 1924, the 
Empire formally came to an end. 
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ris e  & fa ll  of  T urkis h Ottoma n E mpire  [1200’s  – 1924 ]
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As the Ottoman Empire slowly 
declined, foreign powers increased 
their presence and influence in the 
Middle East.

Towards the end of the 1800’s, parts
of the Ottoman Empire were already
practically ruled by foreign powers. 

By the 1910s, on the eve of World 
War II, foreign powers deepened 
their de facto rule over parts of the 
declining Empire.
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Unde rs ta nding ke y  T e rms

"QAUM”
Pan

Arabism

“WATANIYA”
Particularistic 

National Statehood

“CALIPHATE”
(Islamists)

The word  Arab means
a “man of the prairie.”  The word in 
Arabic for Arab ethnicity is ‘Uruba. 

The goal of PAN ARABISM is to create
one Arab entity with no physical borders
that brings together all Arabs as one
nation. The word in Arabic for Pan
Arabism is Qaum.

QAUM centers around the fact that
‘Uruba is what all Arabs have in
common.

The word WATANIYA means
“the national homeland.”

The goal of PARTICULARISTIC NATIONAL
STATEHOOD is to create distinct, unique,
separate, and independent Arab national states.

WATANIYA centers around the fact that though
Arabs have the same Arab ethnicity (‘Uruba), other
features like geography, history, dialect,
tradition, etc., differentiate one Arab from
another.

Therefore, there should be separate states with
their own particularistic identities.

The vast majority of 
Arabs are Muslim in their religion.

The goal of ISLAMISTS is to create
one global Islamic entity known as
the CALIPHATE.

The Caliphate will be ruled according
to the Islamic religious codex known
as the SHARI’AH

Islamists reject and oppose both the
concepts of QAUM and WATANIYA.
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S truggle  Ov er the  Cha ra cter of  the  S ta te  in A ra b W orld
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Is la mis t  C a mp | T he  Mus lim Brothe rhood 1920’s

Hassan al-Bana (1906 – 1949)

o Islam Under Attack

o The vision of the Caliphate

o Islamic Religious Codex (Shari’ah)

o Da’wah: Education and Preaching

o Community, Social Service projects, etc.

o Violent Secret Branch

o Umma VS. Statehood
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1950’s  - 1960’s  Ov erv iew   | Q a um | W a ta niy a | Is la mis ts

 Egyptian President Naser’s Pan-Arab vision excites the Arab masses.

 1958-1961  United Arab Republic (Egypt + Syria)

 Wataniya further strengthens with 

 the independence of North African Arab countries 

(Libya (1951), Morocco (1956), Tunisia (1956), and Algeria 1962).

 The Islamist camp is on a collision track with governments in Egypt, Syria, and Iraq. 

 The Muslim Brotherhood is on the run in those countries.  

A combination of the oppression of the Muslim Brotherhood and the mounting challenges in the 

Arab world paves the way for the emergence of RADICALIZED ISLAM.
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T he  S crea m Of  A nger | T he  S pa rk Ignit ing the  F ire
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A B D U L A Z I Z  A L K H A M I S
D i s t i n g u i s h e d j o u r n a l i s t , p o l i t i c a l a n a l y s t ,
a n d m e d i a s t r a t e g i s t w i t h o v e r 4 0 y e a r s o f
e x p e r i e n c e c o v e r i n g M i d d l e E a s t e r n
p o l i t i c s , I s l a m i c m o v e m e n t s , a n d r e g i o n a l
a f f a i r s . H a v i n g h e l d t o p e d i t o r i a l p o s i t i o n s
a t l e a d i n g p u b l i c a t i o n s s u c h a s A s h a r q A l -
A w s a t , A l - M a j a l l a , a n d A l - A r a b N e w s p a p e r ,
L o n d o n , h e h a s s h a p e d t h e d i s c o u r s e o n
s o m e o f t h e m o s t p r e s s i n g i s s u e s i n t h e
A r a b w o r l d

A s t h e h o s t a n d p r o d u c e r o f N i r a n S a d i q a ,
h e c o n t i n u e s t o e n g a g e w i t h k e y p o l i t i c a l
a n d i n t e l l e c t u a l f i g u r e s , o f f e r i n g c r i t i c a l
i n s i g h t s i n t o t h e c o m p l e x i t i e s o f t h e r e g i o n .
H i s e x p e r t i s e i n i n v e s t i g a t i v e j o u r n a l i s m
a n d s t r a t e g i c m e d i a a n a l y s i s m a k e s h i m a
v a l u a b l e v o i c e i n u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h e f o r c e s
s h a p i n g t h e M i d d l e E a s t t o d a y . "
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