
BY Avi MelamedI TME  F E LLOWS H I P  |  2025

“TO UNDERSTAND ISRAEL, We must Understand the middle east”



SESSION ONE

SESSION TWO

SESSION THREE

SESSION FOUR

SESSION FIVE

SESSION SIX

SESSION SEVEN

SESSION EIGHT

SESSION NINE

SESSION TEN

SESSION ELEVEN

SESSION TWELVE

Historical Framing of the Middle East

Nationalism In The Middle East

Islam is the Solution | The Rise of Militant Islam

Turk ey and Neo-Ottom anism  | E rdogan and his  Quest for R egional P ow er

The Islam ic R epublic of Iran: An Insider perspective   

The Israeli Palestinian Conflict |  A view from the Region 

The West Bank and Gaza | An Insider’s Perspective 

Israel | Path, Identity, Direction 

Lebanon, Syria & Iraq | Identity and the struggle for sovereignty**(extended session 1:00 -3:30 pm EST)

Jordan | A Monarchy in Transition 

The Arab Gulf Monarchies and the Region Middle East Entering a New Era

Regional Update & Reflections  ** (extended session 1:00 - 3:00 pm EST)

I T M E  F E L L O W S H I P  |  2 0 2 5

3 / 4 / 2 0 2 5
| Course Overview

Copyright @ 2024 by Avi Melamed. All rights reserved. This document or any portion thereof may not be reproduced or used in any manner whatsoever without the express written permission of Avi Melamed. ITME FELLOWSHIP | Session #5



3 / 4 / 2 0 2 5
| SESSION’S   EDUCA TORS

N e g a r  M o j ta h e d iA V I  M E L A M E D

ITME FELLOWSHIP | Session #5

Turkey and Neo-Ottomanism | Erdogan & his  Quest for Regional Power



PAN-ISLAMISM &
NEO-OTTOMANISM 
VISION

2003 to 2025 | T he  Era  of  Recep T a y y ip Erdoğa n
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Almost 2.5 Times The Size Of Texas
Slightly Smaller Than Alaska

Ge ne ra l Ba c kground - IRA N
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P op u la t ion

O ffic ia l R e lig ion

Zoroastrian, Jewish  & 
Christian

Unspecified

Ethnic Groups

86.8 Million (2022 est.)

Shi’a Islam
Shia 90-95% | Sunni 5-10%

0.3% (2016 est.)

0.2% (2016 est.)

Persian (75 percent) Afghans, Arabs, 
Azerbaijanis, Azeris, Balochis, Circassians, 
Kurds, Tajiks, Turkmen, etc. 
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1980 – 1988
Iran – Iraq war

1989 
Khomeini dies.
'Ali Khamenei takes 
over as the 
Supreme Leader

1501 – 17226503200 BC
Pre-Islam Ancient Civilization Islamic and Arab Conquer of Iran Safavid Dynasty

Savafids Make Shi’a the Official Religion

1751 – 1794 
Zand Dynasty

1795 – 1925 
Qajar Dynasty 

1925 – 1979  
Pahlavi Dynasty

1979
Islamic Revolution 
Led by Ruhollah Khomeini 
Iran becomes  Islamic Theocracy  
The Islamic Republic of Iran
Khomeini makes himself  Supreme Leader

2009 
The Green 
Revolution

2012,  2017,  2019
Waves of Protests
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P E R S I A N  E T H N I C I T Y S H I ' A  I S L A M

W e s t e r n i z a t i o n
T e r r i t o r i a l  
N a t i o n a l i s m
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C ha ra c te ris tic s  of  Ira nia n Ide ntity



National Identity Features

P ersian E thnicity 

P re-Islam ic P ast & Heritage of Iran / P ersia

Territorial Integrity of  Iran 

Islam ic Shi’ite Heritage and R eligion W ere Less E m phasized 

P rom oted Modern W estern Norm s, V alues, and Society

P olicies Favored P ersians & Neglected m inorities 

1925 – 1941

1941 to 1979 
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 On the 10th day of the month of ‘Muharram, in the
year 680, a battle took place in Karbala, Iraq.

 Hussein Bin ‘Ali Bin Abi Talib and his followers
clashed with the army of the Caliph Mu’awiyah Bin
Abi Sufyan (the same ones who challenged Hassan)
led by Mu’awiyah Bin Abi Sufyan’s son Yazid.


In that battle, Hussein Bin ‘Ali Bin Abi Talib and his 
followers were butchered. Hussein was beheaded 
and his body was buried in Karbala. 

 The Shia commemorate that day and they call it 
‘Ashura. The origins of the word are Aramaic and 
Hebrew and come from the word “Eser” meaning 
“ten” memorializing that he was killed on the tenth 
day of the month.
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The ‘Lord of Martyrs’ welcomes Major 
General Qasem Soleimani in heaven. 

Soleimani was the former commander 
of the Iranian Al-Quds Force. He was 
killed by the US on January 3rd, 2020.

[This poster was published by the office 
of Iran’s Supreme Leader.]
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 Imam is a person leading the religious rituals and prayers. The Shia believe the Imam draws
his knowledge from a divine source, and therefore, he is immune from mistakes.

 The Twelvers Shia is the major Shia branch. A line of Twelve Imams that started with ‘Ali Bin Abi Talib.

 The Anticipated Imam (Al-Mahdi, the Messiah). The Shia believe that the twelfth and the last Imam, 
Mohammad Bin al-Hassan al-Askari, who disappeared in the 9th Century, is not dead but that he is 
waiting ‘outside of time and history’ to return and redeem mankind. In the Shia belief, he is known as
The Anticipated Imam. That will return as Al-Mahdi “the one leading the path” - the Messiah.
He is also described in Shia as ‘The Master of Time.’ 

 Ashura the day Hussein Bin ‘Ali was killed. The word originated in Hebrew and Aramaic word “Eser”
meaning “ten.” Many Shi'ites commemorate this day by conducting a self-torture ritual known as 
Ta’aziyah. Shia slogan “Every day is Ashura and every place is Karbala’ 

T he  S hia  / S hi’ite  Core  Beliefs  
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SHI’A is the  authentic Islam  and Iran is entitled to lead the Muslim world

SUNNIArabs distorted and tainted the essence and message of Islam 

Iran is the  defender of the oppressed people (Mustaz'afun) 

Iran is the  torchbearer of the struggle against condescending, oppressing Western Imperialism (Estikbar)  

west is ‘The Big  Satan’

Exporting the Islamic Revolution Hatred of Jews and vowing to eliminate Israel ‘The Little Satan’

Wilayat al-Faqih (‘rule of the jurisprudent’) The head of the system is the Jurisprudent. . According to Shi’ite
belief, he acts as a placeholderof the ‘anticipated Imam’
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NATIONAL IDENTITY FEATURES

Islamic Shi’ite Heritage and Religion 

Persian Ethnicity 

Pre-Islamic Past & Heritage of Iran / Persia

Territorial Integrity of  Iran 
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1979 – Now   |  Is la mic  Na tiona lis m
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Ira n | T he  Pow e r S truc ture
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Negar Mojtahedi is a multi-platform journalist working at Iran
International English. She previously worked as a reporter and
producer at Global News/Global National, CBC News and CTV in
Canada. She is also an investigative reporter who broke the story on
Iranian regime interference in Canada, exposing regime-linked
affiliates operating in Canada and threatening the lives of Iranian-
Canadians.
She pushed for answers and accountability on the national security
issue from Prime Minister Justin Trudeau. She is passionate about
storytelling and uses her skills to raise awareness, help people and
bring about positive representation to combat negative stereotypes.
Negar is an award-winning documentary filmmaker. Her first
documentary ‘My dream goes all the way to Iran’ is a powerful
portrait of the Iranian expatriate, an immigrant population that is
often misunderstood and misrepresented. Negar believes the heart
of every story is emotion.
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