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“TO UNDERSTAND ISRAEL, We must Understand the middle east”
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Historical Framing of the Middle East

Nationalism In The Middle East

Islam is the Solution | The Rise of Militant Islam

Turk ey and Neo-Ottom anism  | E rdogan and his  Quest for R egional P ow er

The Islam ic R epublic of Iran: An Insider perspective   

The Israeli Palestinian Conflict |  A view from the Region 

The W est B ank  and Gaza | An Insider’s P erspective

Israel | Path, Identity, Direction 

Lebanon & Iraq | Identity and the struggle for sovereignty**(extended session 1:00 -3:30 pm EST)

Syria  |  Towards Pragmatism or Radicalization?  

Jordan | Inside The Hashem ite K ingdom  | P ow er, Opposition & The Future of Jordan

Regional Update & Reflections  ** (extended session 1:00 - 3:00 pm EST)
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G u e s t  E D U C A T O R
M r .  m u d a r  z a h r a n
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| SESSION’S  EDUCATORS

M r .  M U D A R  Z A H R A NA V I  M E L A M E D

JORDAN | INSIDE THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM | POWER, OPPOSITION & THE FUTURE
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Population  11 MILLION

Sunni MUSLIMS  - 97%

CHRISTIANS & OTHERS -3%

| Jordan |Map & Demography
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| THE End of The Turkish Ottoman Empire

1916  | T HE  S y kes  – Picot  A greement
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the vision of THE ‘arab kingdom of Syria’ under the Hashemite dynasty rule  

| Jordan in evolution
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| Great Britian establishes the emirate of trans Jordan 
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T HE  S E PA RA T ION OF  T RA NS JORDA N | 1921



Establishment of the Hashemite Emirate of Trans Jordan (British protectorate), Amir Abdullah Bin al-Hussein (1882-1951)

TJ independence. TJ becomes “The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan” King Abdullah Bin al-Hussein (1882-1951)

Jordan occupied and annexed the West Bank

King Abdullah was assassinated at the  Al-Aqsa Mosque, Jerusalem 

King Talal Bin Abdullah

King Hussein Bin Talal (Born 1935)

The Six Day War – Israel occupies the West Bank

“Black September” – military collision between the Jordanian Monarchy and Palestinian armed militias in Jordan

Jordan detached its administrative connection to the West Bank (except for Jerusalem)

Jordan and Israel sign Peace Treaty

King Abdullah || Bin Hussein

April 1921

May 1946

1948 – 1967

July 1951

1951- 1952

1952 – 1999

1967

1970

1988

1994

1999 - Now
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| Jordan | history in a snapshot
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Jorda n | C onte mpora ry  Mile s tone s
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| The Future of Jordan?
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J o r d a n  |  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  t r a n s i t i o n

 Increasing economic, environmental
and societal challenges

 External threats
Iranian-backed ‘Axis of Resistance’

 Tensions between identity features:
 Islamism
 Statehood
 Palestinian
 Tribal 
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| JORDAN | THE NORTHERN & EASTERN GATEKEEPER
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North – south corridor
( Turkey– Syria – Gulf Area )

East-West  corridor
( Iraq – Egypt )

J O R D A N  |  S T R A T E G I C  L O C A T I O N
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| SESSION’S  EDUCATORS

M R .  M U D A R  Z A H R A N
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I N S I D E  J O R D A N |  P O W E R ,  O P P O S T I O N  &  T H E  F U T U R E  O F  J O R D A N

Mudar Zahran is a Jordanian Palestinian 
politician living in exile.  He heads the 
Jordanian Opposition Coalition.  He 
previously served as an economic 
specialist and assistant policy coordinator 
for the U.S. embassy in Amman.  Zahran is a 
Ph.D. in political science — the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. Zahran has a close working 
proximity with decision-makers in key 
decision makers in Arab Gulf States as well 
as Israel and the Palestinian Territories.
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